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physicians in Georgia.” he concluded.

Both guest speakers, Nathan Deal and
Dr.Gary Richter were presented with plaques in
recognition of their invaluable services by the
outgoing GAPI President Santanu Das.

Former president of GAPI, and Chairman of
the Trustees,Dr.P.Natarajan,recognized the Board
of Trustees members present in the Hall. He lauded
outgoing President Dr. Santanu Das and his Com-
mittee, for an outstanding job during their term.

Past President of GAPI, Dr.P.B.Rao said that
GAPI helps deserving students with merit and
need-based scholarships. The annual scholarship
of $1,000 and a Citation of Excellence for their
accomplishments, was given to six students. Two
being Merit based Awards to Varun katdare and
Sagar Patel respectively. The other four Awards
were given to Keyur Patel; Jill Mody; Shivani
Mehta and Rabeea Khan

GAPI Secretary, Dr.Dilip Patel said that in
accordance with the GAPI bye-laws, the Board
had received nominations from the General mem-
bership as below:

Dr.Dilip Patel for President-Elect,
Dr.Abhishek Gaur for Secretary, Dr Piyush Patel
as Treasurer. With a show of hands, the attendees
unanimously approved the new Executive Com-
mittee members.

GAPI Executive committee recognized Narsi
Narasimhan (GIACC) for helping bring GAPI and
GIACC closer and for his immense help in numer-
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ous ways, especially for his pro bono help in set-
ting up GAPI’s website. Drs PK Natarajan,
Arepally Rao, Manoj Shah, Sudhakar
Jonnalagadda, Sujatha Reddy, Naresh Parikh, Uday
Tata, Pravin Patel, Piyush Patel and others were
recognized for their services to GAPL.

At the Regional Meeting in Atlanta, 35 new
life members were brought in, thanks to Dr.Sreeni
Gangasani’s efforts.

Incoming president Dr.Sreeni Gangasani is a
well known and respected cardiologist with Car-
diovascular Group, PC in Gwinnett County. With
his leadership qualities, compassion, volunteerism
and ‘Can do’ spirit, GAPI will forge ahead.
Dr.Gangasani said that he felt honored and humbled
to accept the post of GAPI President, and prom-
ised to do his best in helming GAPI. He lauded
the outgoing President Dr.Santanu Das for his hard
work, determination, and drive. He thanked all the
past and current members of the Board of Trust-
ees, Board of directors for their hard work they
put in over the years and the sponsors for their
support. He informed the gathering of the new
website and said he would like to make it more
interactive for members. He exhorted young phy-
sicians to join GAPI and play an active role in it.
He welcomed new members of his team, and added
that he would strive to organize more health fairs
in different parts of Georgia and strengthen the
ties with organizations like GIACC, Vibha and
Sewa International.

After adelectable dinner catered by Café Bombay,
members were treated to rib-tickling standup comedy
by ever popular Indian-American comedian Tushar
Singh and a medley of Bollywood songs by GAPI
members and extra hot DJs.

- " His Holiness Srl Trldandl :.i.:
- Sriranga Ramanuja Jeeyar Swamiji -
. (Smt Upanishat Siddhanta Acharya Pitham, Kakinada) g
- is Visiting Atlanta

- From 28th May, 2010

- to 1st June, 2010

L. Sri Swamyji is also extending a helping hand

I The saint and philosopher, Sri Swamyji is fully engaged in
[~ spreading the message of Lord and the real practical

L}, philosophy as revealed in Vedas and scriptures, through a
(. series of very popular multi-media presentations.

ii- to all walks of life and all ages of humanity, by organizing / i
i several programs so that an average person can overcome dlfflcultles and lead a peaceful life. -

I Welcome to all for Enlightening Sessions!!! )

H:- Spiritual Discourse by Sri Swamiji-  Fri 28th May 7 PM- Sai Murali Banquet Hall, Alpharetta !

I Contact for more details:

I Ravikumar Nunna, 2580 Manor View, Cumming, GA-30041

[ Ph: 404-862-8300(Cell), 404-963-8851(Home)

- Stotra Parayanam-  Sat 29th May 10AM- Hanuman Mandir, 390 Cumming St, Alpharetta }{
I Lakshmi Havanam & Group Lakshmi Puja- Mon 31st May 9 AM- Amma Kitchen,

390 Cumming St, Alpharetta !

T Hanuman Mandir 770 475 7701 Amma Kitchen 770 475 7776 Al
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Road, Movie
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Journey Of Life And The
Power Of Cinema

BY JYOTHSNA HEGDE

Acclaimed filmmaker Dev Benegal, director
of English, August and Split Wide Open presents
Road, Movie, a whimsical expedition of a young
man discovering love, life, laughter, tears and fears
on a road trip as he tries to get away from his
family business. The movie premiered at the 2009
Toronto Film Festival and opened the section
Generation 14plus at the 60th Berlin International
Film Festival in February 2010.

Vishnu (Abhay Deol) is young, restless and
definitely not in the mood to get into its father’s
faltering hair oil business. He bolts out at the first
opportunity when he offers to drive an old truck
across the desert to a city on the seashore. Along
comes a smart mouthed kid from the dhaba who

calls Vishnu a driver and when he grimaces simply
asks him if he should be called a doctor when he is
driving a truck! A few miles later Chacha (Satish
Kaushik) agrees to fix the truck that stops at regu-
lar intervals as long as he is dropped off in the
truck at a mela (fair).

A striking gypsy woman (Tannishtha
Chatterjee) joins the troupe as they encounter
merciless cops beating up villagers and notorious
water peddling dacoits. The group eventually dis-
covers that the truck is in fact a traveling cinema
and also a source of immense solace and reason to
smile for many people amidst poverty, thirst and
pain. The journey as it turns out transforms each
of the travelers in different ways leading them to,
‘destinations destined’, as described by the gypsy
woman.

It is often said the journey must be enjoyed
as much as the destination. It appears that Dev
Benegal stretched the idea and made the journey
enjoyable but the destination, does not appear to
be clear. Road, Movie has an abstract construction
and leaves a lot of room open for imagination.

Problem is, the movie and some of the characters
are underwritten and while it is nice to leave some
things for open for interpretation, it does not help
when the narrative is not enough and yet the movie
feels long. Some movies offer explanations, for
example the protagonist of the movie A Wednes-
day played by Naseeruddin Shah has no name,
and that makes sense because the director does
not want to attach a religion to an act of terror, as
well intentioned as the act was. But in Road, movie
the young boy and the gypsy woman who are
part of the journey remain nameless and nothing
in the movie or about the movie makes sense to
the reasoning. The mela brings some vibrancy but
ends on a rather abrupt note. The romance be-
tween the gypsy woman and Vishnu never really
builds or end well.

Despite its shortcom-
ings, there is a certain warmth
and love in the treatment of
the movie that cannot be
missed. An escape from their
dreary lives, where villagers
have to travel miles to get
water, the traveling cinema
manages to bring smiles across
the tired, oppressed faces.
Benegal’s sense of humor
comes through in the scene
where a dacoit (Yashpal
Sharma ) trades water for the
oil Vishnu so despises but is
carrying upon his father’s in-
sistence. The entire scene
feels absurd as part of the plot
but is funny when taken away
from the context of the movie.
Benegal has said that the
movie was inspired by his
travel in India and cinematog-
raphy by Michel Amathieu
does justice to his vision cap-
turing landscapes of Kutch and Jaisalmer at their
glorious best. Abhay Deol is organic as ever. Satish
kaushik breathes life into his character as does
Mohammed Faizal Usmani. Tannishtha Chatterjee
does well.

It makes sense why the Road, movie is
separated by the comma because the film is
essentially about the invincible, unexplainable
effect of the road and the movies in India. The
movie had potential to dig much deeper and
uncover many more truths along the ride. In-
stead it leaves you asking for more explanation
and less screen length.

Be that as it may, Road, movie is still a trib-
ute to traveling cinema that transports its drained
audience to an alternate world that makes them
smile fulfilling the need of the human spirit to
beam in the face to adversity, even if it is for a little
while, even if it is not real. Justifying the comma
in the title, Road, Movie also pays its homage to
the incredible roads of India that is embraced with
curiosity and love in spite of lingering fears and
tears engulfing its travelers.



