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“India Faces External,
Internal Terror Threa

Washington: (IANS) Besides “persistent and
significant external threats” from groups like
Pakistan’s Lashkar-e-Taeba and Jaish-e-
Mohammad and Bangladesh’s Harakat-ul-Jihad-i-
Islami-Bangladesh, India faces numerous attacks
from domestic terror outfits, according to a new
US report. Over 1,000 people have died from
terrrorist attacks in India in 2009, the report noted.

“India remained one of the countries most af-
flicted by terrorism with over 1,000 deaths attributed
to terrorist attacks in 2009, primarily in Kashmir, the
Northeast, and the Maoist affected “Red Corridor”,
the State Department noted in its annual Congression-
ally mandated report on global terrorism.

However despite being “clearly committed to
combating terrorism, the Indian government’s
counterterrorism efforts remained hampered by its out-
dated and overburdened law enforcement and legal sys-
tems,” the report suggested. ““Although there were no
large-scale assaults similar to the Nov 26, 2008 attacks
in Mumbai, senior government officials warned that
India remained at risk on the basis of the volume of
credible threats the government continued to receive,” it

said. Full report on Pg 7.....
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Rupal Shah (R) was crowned Ms India GA 2010 while Sapna Shah won
the Ms Teen India GA title at the IACA beauty pageant held at the Gwinnett
Center in July. The winners will represent Georgia in the Ms India USA
and Ms Teen India USA pageants in December.

Photo by Ketan Shah. Report on Pg 6.
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IT Industry Slams US Move To Hike Visa Fee

Bangalore: (IANS) The Indian IT industry
recently slammed the US government’s proposal
to sharply increase visa fee to raise funds for its
border security needs.

“The Border Security Bill, which was passed
by the US senate recently, will have a significant
impact on the Indian IT sector, as it aims to raise
about $600 million by increasing fee for H-1B and
L-1 visas,” National Association of Software and
Services Companies (Nasscom) president Som
Mittal told IANS.

The proposed hike is expected to be about
$4,500 per visa from $2,500 currently.

“We estimate the impact on Indian IT firms
could be as high as $200-250 million per year,”
Mittal said.

Several Indian IT firms avail H-1B and L-1
visas in thousands every year to fly their software
engineers to the US for working at their clients’
locations as on-site techies.

Echoing Nasscom’s concern, IT bellwether
Infosys Technologies Ltd termed the US Border
Security Bill unfortunate and discriminatory at a
time when companies have to be more competi-
tive in an open market scenario.

“It is unfortunate that this tax (fee) is being
levied on a discriminatory basis when the need is
to open markets to make companies more com-

petitive in the global market place,” Infosys board
member T.V. Mohandas Pai said in a statement.
As a global software major, Infosys has been
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recruiting in the US at all levels, including for its
global internship programme InStep.

“We have to study the details to ascertain the
actual impact of the hike in fee for H-1B and L-1

visas currently,” said Pai, who is also the
company’s human resources department, educa-
tion and research head.

Though Tata Consulting Services (TCS) declined
to comment, a senior Wipro official said the company
would endorse the concerns expressed by the IT indus-

try representative body (Nasscom).

The Obama administration plans to increase fee
for each H1-B or L-1 visa application by a company
that employs 50 or more of its people in the US.

“While we understand the need for the US to
protect its southwest borders, it seems that the funding
proposed by this bill will be from the Indian IT sector,”
Nasscom said in a statement earlier.

Noting that Indian IT firms only take a frac-
tion (under 12 percent) of the total H-1B visas,
Mittal said such a discriminatory move would
unfairly reduce the competitiveness of Indian firms,
as US companies, which also use these visas in
large numbers, would remain unaffected.

“We believe this will have negative impact on
Indian companies, which are investing in the US, em-
ploying US talent, driving US technological talent and
aiding the US economic recovery,” Mittal asserted.

Secondly, in the absence of a totalisation
agreement, Indian firms and Indian citizens pay
over a $1 billion to the US in form of social secu-
rity, with no benefit or refund.

“This bill is indirect protectionism and contrary
to the Obama administration’s repeated pleas to the
international community to avoid taking such actions,”
Mittal said. The adoption of these provisions by the
US hinders the free movement of people essential for
promotion of free trade, he said.



